Remarks: 

1. This amendment has been made to cancel Claims 1-8 which are 
supported by Figs. 1-7 as originally filed. 

2. Claim 10 has been canceled in this amendment. However, the 
subject matters in original Claim 10 are now incorporated into 
the amended Claim 9 by substantially combining originally filed 
Claims 9 and 10. 

3. Claim 11 is too obvious and therefore canceled in this 
amendment. 

4. After this amendment, the amended Claim 9 discloses an 
umbrella grip having an elastic string made of stretchable elastic 
materials to be resiliently tightly fastened on the groove of the 
umbrella grip, which is novel to thereby avoid the prior arts of 
U.S. 4,632,137 to Exley et al. and U.S. 4,624,276 to James H. 
Allen. 

5. Allen's prior art (, 276) disclosed a flexible carrying strap (in 
Claim 1, Line 6 and many other occurrences), which is not an 
elastic string as taught by this application. 

Please review the Attachments A and B, the word "flexible" 
means that it is able to be bent easily without breaking and the 
word "flexibility", a noun of "flexible", indicates an ability to 
bend without breaking or adaptability. 

No meaning of "flexible" being equal to "elastic" can be found. 
So, the elastic string as disclosed by this application to be used 
on an umbrella grip is novel and not anticipated by the Allen's 
prior art. 



Now please further review prior art to Exley et al (, 137), 
especially reviewing Claim 1 (column 3, Lines 46-47), "means 
for pivotally securing the ring to the handle comprising a pair of 
oppositely facing wells" (18a, 18b in Fig. 8), the ring (24) of the 
Exley's prior art is not an elastic ring so that it must require a 
pair of pivot-like "bent-in free ends 24c, 24d" to be pivotally 
engaged in the pair of wells (18a, 18b). 

For stably and safely pivotally securing the two free ends (24c, 
24d) in the two wells (18a, 18b) of the prior art, the two wells 
(18a, 18b) can not be made to be too close with each other. 
Therefore, it may have the following remarkable drawbacks: 
A. The loop diameter of the ring (24) can not be made as large as 
possible as limited by the above-mentioned "pivoting 
mechanism" (two free ends 24c, 24d with two wells 18a, 18b). 
So, the loop of the ring (24) of the Exley's prior art may thus 
be small to thereby influence its comfortable carrying when 
held by a user's hand or fingers. Comparatively, this 
application discloses the two string. holes 12, 12 approximating 
each other (Fig. 8 and the prototype of Attachment C as 
enclosed herewith) on the groove 11, which indicates that the 
loop diameter can be larger for a convenient holding or 
carrying by a user's hand or fingers to be superior to that of 
the Exley's prior art. 
B. The ring (24) is obviously not an elastic ring (because the 
"pivoting mechanism" requires a rigid structure and material) 
and can not be resiliently fastened on the groove as recessed in 



the grip. Even the loop of the ring of the prior art may be 
made of elastic material to have its resilience or elasticity 
undoubtedly. However, the two free ends 24c, 24d should be 
rigid for providing the "pivoting mechanism" so that the free 
ends 24c, 24d of the prior art are not made of elastic materials 
as taught by this application. Nevertheless, the text and claims 
of Exley's prior art did not disclose the ring portion (other 
than the two free ends) made of elastic materials as taught by 
this application. So, the Exley's ring (24) may not be 
resiliently fastened so well on the umbrella grip as tightly as 
effected by this application. 

Accordingly, this application is unobvious and much improved 
over the prior art to Exley et al. 
The Examiner is cordially requested to "play" the prototype of 
this application as enclosed Attach. C, of which the height is cut 
out for convenient mailing along with this Response paper. The 
Examiner may think about its actual height/length of a true 
umbrella grip. From the prototype, it can be easily operated to 
fasten the elastic string on the groove as recessed in the grip 
when not in use. When it is used for carrying or hanging purpose, 
the ring can be easily removed from the groove. By the way, the 
patentable weight of this application may now be clearly 
observed. 

Accordingly, this application is now thought to be placed on a 
condition of allowance. An early Notice to this effect is 
respectfully expected. It is also necessary to stress that no New 



Matter is inserted in this amendment. Reviewing the last few 
lines of amended Claim 9 of this application, the wording"^ 
whereby when the use of the string is not desired/ ' is not a New 
Matter since it is early supported in original Claim 1, Lines 7-8 
(a handwritten amendment draft Attach. D is enclosed for 
checking). Besides, the 112 rejection/objection is also overcome 
after this amendment. If the Examiner thinks that few words are 
still informal, the Examiner's voluntary amendment therefor will 
be highly appreciated. 



Respectfully submitted; 




Tzun-Zong Wu 
Date: Sept. 21, 2004 
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8. An /umbrejla grip according to Claim 7 .^herein said second 



groove, juxtapositioned to the 



groove for continuously 



engaging th-e string-^fVMowin^g-^s-tring portion as ingaged in the 
first groove, i.s communicated with a second string hole wh+ch is 
formed in the secon-d^groove diametrically opposite to the first 



string hole localttd in the first groove for inserting a second end 
portion of^the^string through the second string hole to be retained 



witbi^the grip; said two s*nni holes / de1fini|ig a^ljAe linked^there- 
to^be intersected 



yb'etween Xo 



witHia^longitudinal axis affined at the 



9.>A%^umbrella grip - according to Claim 1, wherein aai - d <tTip 4- 
coaxially formed with a central shaft of 4^'umbrella--H4^±d-&«.- / a 
groove circumferentially recessed in an outer surface of an 
extension wall protruding from an end plate of the grip; and two 
string holes approximating with each other and juxtapositionally 
formed in the groove through the extension wall for inserting two 
end portions o f -^^eTastic string through the two string holes to 

be retained against an inside surface of the extension wall^" * 3 ^> 

fc<*l£*^i^ f "^Cl 

1 p S ff r r ^pf"« yif irf. , L . H . »r f .tfe Claim ^ w . h>rrin , f said elastic ^ 

string 4* made of stretchable elastic materials having two <'-.- 



opposite end portions of said string secured to the grip through 
the two string holes which are formed in the grip and 



communicated with the groove; and having a loop portion 
^"14 
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/'protruding outwardly from the grip for carrying, with the loop 
/ „ = - — 

portion having a perimeter smaller than a perimeter of the groove 



•>_sg— t&*a4 the loop portion of the string will be resiliently tightly 

A ' ^ ~ ~~ 

fastened on the groove of the grip without being easily loosened. 




1 1 .^jf-^^ 

w^l^Ls— fo^e.d-as^^^ 
^iy^adixc.aL-^ a-pe— d ^he r i*c£^ 
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